Prompt: Describe a time when you faced a significant obstacle and how you overcame it.

Discuss the skills and perspectives you developed from this experience.

The stifling summer heat radiated off the pavement as | lugged two heavy suitcases
across the bustling airport terminal. | was 16 years old, alone, and headed to rural
Thailand for a month-long service trip. A rush of nervous excitement filled me as |

prepared to immerse myself in a completely new culture halfway across the world.

The first few days were a blur of names, customs, and dizzying jet lag. Our group was
tasked with helping construct a sustainable water collection system for a remote village
that lacked reliable access to clean water. Though the work was physically grueling under
the scorching sun, | took pride in doing my part - digging trenches, pouring concrete, and

carefully laying down piping.

However, about a week into the project, disaster struck. A heavy rainstorm compromised
part of the system we had installed, causing it to crack and flood the area. | felt
disheartened watching our hard work get washed away so quickly. As the team leader
tried to rally us to start over, tensions rose. Some were frustrated at the setback while

others doubted we had the skills to get it right.

In that moment of uncertainty, | surprised myself by speaking up. | explained that while
the obstacle felt demoralizing, allowing it to divide us would only ensure failure. |
reminded everyone of our core mission - to provide this village with a sustainable water
solution they desperately needed. Though it required demolishing and rebuilding parts we
had completed, a redo was a small price for making a lasting positive impact. My words

seemed to rekindle everyone's sense of perseverance and teamwork.

We developed a new system incorporating deeper trenches and reinforced concrete to
safeguard against future floods. The process required immense physical labor under the
brutal Thai heat, but we encouraged each other every arduous step of the way. We had
an incredibly rewarding experience three weeks later - turning on the completed water

system for the village residents, who cheered with elated gratitude.



Looking back at the flooding setback, | realized it was a disguised blessing. It allowed me
to develop invaluable skills in remaining resolute during adversity, rallying divergent
perspectives, and embodying a mission-driven mindset. Most importantly, | gained an
appreciation for the power of resilient leadership. The experience gave me confidence
that whenever obstacles inevitably arise, | can overcome them by keeping sight of the

greater purpose and bringing others along through patient determination.

As | prepare for the academic rigor of college, | know this formative experience has
instilled in me the grit and innovative problem-solving abilities to persist through any
challenge. | am deeply grateful for the opportunity to pay this scholarship forward by one

day using my education to uplift other communities in need.



